“ Will Pray with the updersfanding”

L

_ Leading Publi Prayer
(Conclusion) .- =




r "“Previously
o |

Jesus’, instructions for praVer aEy to public prayers
All prayer must be offefed to God with great riverence

We're told to go to God with boldnes,g,, but boldness is not

arrogance : \ - -

All prayer isan act of worshlp zj\_pd must exa-I'bGod 1
' .

All prayer, public or private,; m ean epr_egsmn of faith,
not a ritual PR L

The one who words the 'pra\'l'erlleads.the.congregation. The
prayer he leads must represent those'being lead.




E—re\/iously

The ong who Leads i publld pr%; must consider how it affects
the hearers. - e :

You are.net leading if no one:is folléwiﬁpg. No onccre' can follow if
they cannot-hear whatis being said. * -

Those who dsk others to lead prayer must reeegnize trige
importance of what they are as f_them..r'__'-' .

Call on them with notice soithey g 'brepare what they will say.

The audience has a mandate-d respon5|b|I|ty to pray with the
leader.
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Public Prayer" |&AIWays Addressed To God

* One mustnever Iead'a ;ﬁyer to draw attention
to himself

* Even though the audience ﬁﬁust be considered,
prayer is-always-directed to God - Matt. 6 5

* Do not use an approach hearers will flﬁ\_d
distracting. _ } F. |

* Like a good sermonm, de not make the prayer
exceptionally Iong or short.

'.—-




W !
Public Prayer Is;Always Addressed To God

- -
* Every-word in the#préyeWUst be addressed from
the speaker’s heart to God. ‘.
Prayeris not the way.to corﬁmunicg:ce' with

- e - % - d
anyone inithe audience. - .

I el *

Don’t preach, admonish,"@rebuke'm yOur prayer.

The repetitious us'e.dfﬂménérlzed phrases is not
prayer; it is performance.




. 4 : |
Public Prayer IS Appropriate For The Occasion

s =
It will neyer be'true thagone prayer fits all
occasions . P

"l.

Prayers must express the he art of.that group
for that$pecific purpose —— '-,,

The prayer must focus ’&God S role on the
occasion and conSJde,r e effect it will have
on the respondent.and all who hear.



t 4 : |
Public Prayer I's Appr’opriate For The Occasion

. Chrlstlansare often dskeg to lead publlc JEVES
outside the assembly. *©

* Jesus gave thanks forthe fo’éd before feeding the
5,000; how many were Chrlstlans? ~tuke 9 16

+ When called on in a civi hering, -remerilber
that you are still praymgt'?&od and Jeading the
hearers. Pray smcereN/ u as'hamedly, faithfully,
and appropriate to the occasion




t 4 : |
Public Prayer IS Appropriate For The Occasion

E o -
* When praying in afrdigi% gathering outside of
the Lord’s €hurch, be faithful to the tguth, but
avoid being judgmental or cendescending

— Col. 4:5% - “Walk in'wisdom toward those who are
outside, redeeming the ti 6 Let your speec&l always
be with grace, seasoned %,salt thai-you may know
how you ought to' a.nswer ac'h one.”

— What is the need ofithe group? Pray for it.




“ Wlll I?*r,ay*v\uth the Understanding”

e When we are calleﬁ on t"5 lead aprayer, remember it is an honor,
privileg€, andéa grave responsibilf

* A public prayeris<inlike anythlng else we do in Ehe assembly. It is
often difficult to keep one’s spirit direeted toward God, pray

from the heart, and considef the audiefce. =
— We must give' our respon5|b|I|ty serious though.t___ b
— We must bring our hearts as well ose of the' audlenca.before God
— We must prepare ourselves to doa’3 Nz e

— Frequent private prayer is thé bes reparatlon for public prayer. We
develop our comfort.zone for 6rayer in‘the closet on our knees.




“ Wlll I?*r,ay*v\uth the Understanding”

* You prepare to Iead’ot r Christians in prayer

by being a Christian whose life is a e,lght for
others to follow. %

“You canspeak with spiritual.eloguence and a

holy appearance when prayﬁblica’lly, but
it is your behavior that‘;m‘ reyeal your true

character.” (steve Marapoli




