Angry with the World
Eph. 5:15-17

Eph. 5:15-17
• “See then that you walk circumspectly, not as
fools but as wise, 16 redeeming the time,
because the days are evil. 17 Therefore do not
be unwise, but understand what the will of
the Lord is.”

This Is A Fallen World
• Gen. 3:16-19, 23 - “To the woman He said: I will greatly multiply
your sorrow and your conception; In pain you shall bring forth
children; Your desire shall be for your husband, And he shall rule
over you. 17 Then to Adam He said, Because you have heeded the
voice of your wife, and have eaten from the tree of which I
commanded you, saying, You shall not eat of it: Cursed is the
ground for your sake; In toil you shall eat of it All the days of your
life. 18 Both thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you, And you
shall eat the herb of the field. 19 In the sweat of your face you shall
eat bread Till you return to the ground, For out of it you were
taken; For dust you are, And to dust you shall return… 23 Therefore
the LORD God sent him out of the garden of Eden to till the ground
from which he was taken.”

This Is A Fallen World
• Ecc. 2:23 - “For all his days are sorrowful, and his work
burdensome; even in the night his heart takes no rest.
This also is vanity.”
• Isa. 24:5-6 - “The earth is also defiled under its
inhabitants, Because they have transgressed the laws,
Changed the ordinance, Broken the everlasting
covenant. 6 Therefore the curse has devoured the
earth, And those who dwell in it are desolate.
Therefore the inhabitants of the earth are burned, And
few men are left.”

This Is A Fallen World
• Rom. 8:20-22 - “For the creation was subjected to
futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected
it in hope; 21 because the creation itself also will be
delivered from the bondage of corruption into the
glorious liberty of the children of God. 22 For we know
that the whole creation groans and labors with birth
pangs together until now. 23 Not only that, but we also
who have the first fruits of the Spirit, even we
ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for
the adoption, the redemption of our body.”

This Is A Fallen World
• “O Roman people be ashamed; be ashamed of your lives. Almost no
cities are free of evil dens, are altogether free of impurities, except
the cities in which the barbarians have begun to live. Let nobody
think otherwise, the vices of our bad lives have alone conquered us.
The Goths lie, but are chaste, the Franks lie, but are but are
generous, the Saxons are savage in cruelty, but are admirable in
chastity, what hope can there be for we Romans when the
barbarians are more pure than we?" (Salvian)
• “Evil is in this world. Evil that cannot be reasoned with; it is
reprobate, incorrigible, determined, un-appeasable, violent,
murderous, and unrelenting. (R. Alan Woods, Israeli journalist)
• “Sometimes evil doesn't need an excuse. Sometimes evil just is.”
(Nenia Campbell, author)

The Adversary Is Powerful
• What are we up against? War larger than this
universe
– Eph. 6:12 - “For we do not wrestle against flesh and
blood, but against principalities, against powers,
against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against
spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.”
– 1Peter 5:8 - “Be sober, be vigilant; because your
adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion,
seeking whom he may devour.”

The Adversary Is Powerful
• The Adversary is brilliant
– Gen. 3:1 - “Now the serpent was more cunning than
any beast of the field which the LORD God had made.
And he said to the woman, Has God indeed said, You
shall not eat of every tree of the garden?”
– Luke 4:13 - “Now when the devil had ended every
temptation, he departed from Him until an opportune
time.”

The Adversary Is Powerful
• We need to discipline ourselves to take a very
serious approach to this world’s challenges
– 1Peter 1:13 - “Therefore gird up the loins of your
mind, be sober, and rest your hope fully upon the
grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of
Jesus Christ”
– Matt. 10:16 - “Behold, I send you out as sheep in the
midst of wolves. Therefore be wise as serpents and
harmless as doves.”

God Is All-Powerful
• We must acknowledge the amount of damage
Satan has done to this world.
– Phil. 2:15 - “That you may become blameless and
harmless, children of God without fault in the
midst of a crooked and perverse generation,
among whom you shine as lights in the world”

God Is All-Powerful
• John 14:30 - “I will no longer talk much with you,
for the ruler of this world is coming, and he has
nothing in Me.”
• John 16:11 - “…Because the ruler of this world is
judged”
• 2Cor. 4:4 - “Whose minds the god of this age has
blinded, who do not believe, lest the light of the
gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of
God, should shine on them”

God Is All-Powerful
• But Satan’s dominion is an usurped dominion
– John 12:31 - “Now is the judgment of this world;
now the ruler of this world will be cast out.”
– 2Peter 2:4 - “For if God did not spare the angels
who sinned, but cast them down to hell and
delivered them into chains of darkness, to be
reserved for judgment”

God Is All-Powerful
• God has overcome Satan, He is on His throne, and this world has
never been anything but His.
• The Lord will accomplish His purposes
– Esther 4:13-14 - “And Mordecai told them to answer Esther: Do not
think in your heart that you will escape in the king's palace any more
than all the other Jews. 14 For if you remain completely silent at this
time, relief and deliverance will arise for the Jews from another place,
but you and your father's house will perish. Yet who knows whether
you have come to the kingdom for such a time as this?”
– Dan. 2:44 - “And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set
up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall
not be left to other people; it shall break in pieces and consume all
these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever.”

God Is All-Powerful
• God has granted His Son all power
– Matt. 28:18 - “And Jesus came and spoke to them,
saying, All authority has been given to Me in
heaven and on earth.”
– Rev. 19:16 - “And He has on His robe and on His
thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD
OF LORDS.”

God Is All-Powerful
• Our Savior has triumphed over evil
– Heb. 2:14-15 - “Inasmuch then as the children
have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself
likewise shared in the same, that through death
He might destroy him who had the power of
death, that is, the devil, 15 and release those who
through fear of death were all their lifetime
subject to bondage.”

God Is All-Powerful
• God is fully able to deliver us from the Adversary
– Acts 26:17-18 - “I will deliver you from the Jewish
people, as well as from the Gentiles, to whom I now
send you, 18 to open their eyes, in order to turn them
from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan
to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and
an inheritance among those who are sanctified by
faith in Me.”
– Rom. 16:20 - “And the God of peace will crush Satan
under your feet shortly.”

God Is All-Powerful
• We must trust this power
– John 16:33 - “These things I have spoken to you,
that in Me you may have peace. In the world you
will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have
overcome the world.”
– 1John 4:4 - “You are of God, little children, and
have overcome them, because He who is in you is
greater than he who is in the world.”

God Is All-Powerful
• Whatever difficulties this world may impose on
us, God is in control
– Eph. 3:20 - “Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly
abundantly above all that we ask or think, according
to the power that works in us”
– Phil. 4:13 - “I can do all things through Christ who
strengthens me.”
– 2Tim. 1:12 - “And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord who
has enabled me, because He counted me faithful,
putting me into the ministry”

Angry with the World
• Previously
– This Is A Fallen World
– The Adversary Is Powerful
– God Is All-Powerful

• Today
– We Need Righteous Indignation
– Surviving This World

We Need Righteous Indignation
• We need to stop viewing ourselves as just getting by. In
Christ we are conquerors
– Rom. 8:35-39 - “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?
Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or
nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As it is written: For Your sake
we are killed all day long; We are accounted as sheep for the
slaughter. 37 Yet in all these things we are more than
conquerors through Him who loved us. 38 For I am persuaded
that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor
powers, nor things present nor things to come, 39 nor height
nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate
us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

We Need Righteous Indignation
• Rev. 21:1-7 - “Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first
heaven and the first earth had passed away. Also there was no more sea. 2
Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I
heard a loud voice from heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is
with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God
Himself will be with them and be their God. 4 And God will wipe away
every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor
crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed
away. 5 Then He who sat on the throne said, Behold, I make all things
new." And He said to me, "Write, for these words are true and faithful. 6
And He said to me, It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the
Beginning and the End. I will give of the fountain of the water of life freely
to him who thirsts. 7 He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will
be his God and he shall be My son.”

We Need Righteous Indignation
• Our personal weaknesses are not obstacles to what
God can accomplish through us
– 2Cor. 12:9-10 - “And He said to me, My grace is sufficient
for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness.
Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities,
that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 10 Therefore I
take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in
persecutions, in distresses, for Christ's sake. For when I am
weak, then I am strong.”
– 1Cor. 15:58 - “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be
steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the
Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.”

We Need Righteous Indignation
• We need to adopt the viewpoint of a warrior, to
answer the Lord’s call to arms
– 2Tim. 2:3 - “You therefore must endure hardship as a
good soldier of Jesus Christ.”
– 2Tim. 4:7 - “I have fought the good fight, I have finished
the race, I have kept the faith.”
– 1Tim. 1:18 - “This charge I commit to you, son Timothy,
according to the prophecies previously made concerning
you, that by them you may wage the good warfare”

We Need Righteous Indignation
• It is important to be clear about who the enemy
really is.
– Gal. 5:15 - “But if you bite and devour one another,
beware lest you be consumed by one another!”

We Need Righteous Indignation
• We need to learn to distinguish the enemy from victims of the
enemy
– 2Tim. 2:14 - “Remind them of these things, charging them before the
Lord not to strive about words to no profit, to the ruin of the hearers.”
– 2Tim. 2:24-26 - “And a servant of the Lord must not quarrel but be
gentle to all, able to teach, patient, 25 in humility correcting those
who are in opposition, if God perhaps will grant them repentance, so
that they may know the truth, 26 and that they may come to their
senses and escape the snare of the devil, having been taken captive by
him to do his will.”
– Acts 10:38 - “How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit
and with power, who went about doing good and healing all who were
oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.”

We Need Righteous Indignation
• Victims of the Adversary need to be rescued not
despised
– James 5:19-20 - “Brethren, if anyone among you wanders
from the truth, and someone turns him back, 20 let him
know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way
will save a soul from death and cover a multitude of sins.”
– Jude 22-23 - “And on some have compassion, making a
distinction; 23 but others save with fear, pulling them out
of the fire, hating even the garment defiled by the flesh.”

We Need Righteous Indignation
• It is important to be vigilant and strong
– 1Cor. 16:13 - “Watch, stand fast in the faith, be brave, be
strong.”
– Joshua 1:9 - “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and
of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for
the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.”
– 1Sam. 4:9 - “Be strong and conduct yourselves like men,
you Philistines, that you do not become servants of the
Hebrews, as they have been to you. Conduct yourselves
like men, and fight!”

We Need Righteous Indignation
• Eph. 6:10 - “Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord
and in the power of His might.”
• 2Tim. 1:7 - “For God has not given us a spirit of fear,
but of power and of love and of a sound mind.”
• Rev. 2:10 - “Do not fear any of those things which you
are about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to throw
some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and
you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until
death, and I will give you the crown of life.”

We Need Righteous Indignation
• We are not helpless victims who must
despairingly, hopelessly surrender to the
Adversary’s tactics. We can go on the offensive
and crush our enemy.
– John 10:29 - “My Father, who has given them to Me, is
greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out
of My Father's hand.”

We Need Righteous Indignation
• 1Cor. 10:13 - “No temptation has overtaken you except such as is
common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be
tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will
also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.”
• 1John 5:18-20 - “We know that whoever is born of God does not
sin; but he who has been born of God keeps himself, and the
wicked one does not touch him. 19 We know that we are of God,
and the whole world lies under the sway of the wicked one. 20
And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us an
understanding, that we may know Him who is true; and we are
in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God
and eternal life.”

We Need Righteous Indignation
• Never give the Adversary an opening
– Eph. 4:27 - “Do not give place to the devil.”
– 1Tim. 5:14 - “Therefore I desire that the younger
widows marry, bear children, manage the house, give
no opportunity to the adversary to speak
reproachfully.”

We Need Righteous Indignation
• The Adversary can be resisted
– James 4:7 - “Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and
he will flee from you.”
– 1Peter 5:9 - “Resist him, steadfast in the faith”
– Gen. 4:7 - “If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if
you do not do well, sin lies at the door. And its desire is for
you, but you should rule over it.”
– Luke 4:8 - “And Jesus answered and said to him, Get
behind Me, Satan! For it is written, You shall worship the
LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve.”

We Need Righteous Indignation
• We need to be righteously angry with Satan for what he has done. In
most places Satan has had it all his way for too long.
– Num. 25:7-13 - “Now when Phinehas the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron
the priest, saw it, he rose from among the congregation and took a javelin in
his hand; 8 and he went after the man of Israel into the tent and thrust both
of them through, the man of Israel, and the woman through her body. So
the plague was stopped among the children of Israel. 9 And those who died
in the plague were twenty-four thousand. 10 Then the LORD spoke to
Moses, saying: 11 Phinehas the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest,
has turned back My wrath from the children of Israel, because he was
zealous with My zeal among them, so that I did not consume the children of
Israel in My zeal. 12 Therefore say, Behold, I give to him My covenant of
peace; 13 and it shall be to him and his descendants after him a covenant of
an everlasting priesthood, because he was zealous for his God, and made
atonement for the children of Israel.”

Surviving This World
• We must care about what is going on. We cannot
afford to be complacent.
– 1Cor. 10:12 - “Therefore let him who thinks he stands
take heed lest he fall.”

Surviving This World
• We must definitively choose a side. God will not
fight with us in our battles if we compromise our
convictions and accommodate the enemy
– John 4:23-24 - “But the hour is coming, and now is,
when the true worshipers will worship the Father in
spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to
worship Him. 24 God is Spirit, and those who worship
Him must worship in spirit and truth.”

Surviving This World
• John 17:14-17 - “I have given them Your word;
and the world has hated them because they are
not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 15 I
do not pray that You should take them out of the
world, but that You should keep them from the
evil one. 16 They are not of the world, just as I am
not of the world. 17 Sanctify them by Your truth.
Your word is truth.”

Surviving This World
• We must refuse to give up.
– Heb. 3:6 - “But Christ as a Son over His own house,
whose house we are if we hold fast the confidence and
the rejoicing of the hope firm to the end.”
– Gal. 6:9 - “And let us not grow weary while doing good,
for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.”

Surviving This World
• 2Cor. 4:16-18 - “Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our
outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by
day. 17 For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for
us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, 18 while we do not
look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen.
For the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are
not seen are eternal.”
• Heb. 12:1-2 - “Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a
cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so
easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set
before us, 2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who
for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the
shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.”

Surviving This World
• Jesus did not pray that His disciples be taken out
of the world, but that they be protected from the
work of Satan in this world
– John 17:15 - “I do not pray that You should take them
out of the world, but that You should keep them from
the evil one.”

Surviving This World
• Great opportunities are often attended by great
adversity
– 1Cor. 16:9 - “For a great and effective door has opened
to me, and there are many adversaries.”

Surviving This World
• The King is coming!
– Rev. 19:11-16 - “Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white
horse. And He who sat on him was called Faithful and True, and in
righteousness He judges and makes war. 12 His eyes were like a flame
of fire, and on His head were many crowns. He had a name written
that no one knew except Himself. 13 He was clothed with a robe
dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God. 14 And the
armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, followed Him
on white horses. 15 Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that
with it He should strike the nations. And He Himself will rule them
with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness
and wrath of Almighty God. 16 And He has on His robe and on His
thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.”

