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- "lists.it as'a mld 17th century proverb. : o &
: ”Theilast straw breaks the camel's back” is not #rue. Thé‘came.l S5
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in the tunnel ” (Ranata Suzuki)..
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v O The Last Straw
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Theﬁ*e comes a point where 'you no longer care whether there

is a light at the'end of the tunnel or not. You're jUSt sick of being
" ; & 8

Origin: ”The last'straw which breaks the camel's back” hasan - <
Old Testament soynd, but it is a chimney. corney scripture. It
ish’t written,in the Bible. The Oxford Dictionary of Quo‘tatlons

back.is broken by'the.combined weight of all ofq%he straws

foolrshly placed there by poor judgment. 4l “ue

I e
"The problem with begifining-with poorJudgment is that one Yoo e
S|mply cannpt determine, where toend.; « . SN
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Y . THE "Wr'ong Problem
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. Luke 12: 13 15 - ”Then one from the crowd saidto-
Htm "Teacher, tell my brother to divide the G
|nher|tance W|th me. 14 But He said to him: Man,

oF who made Me a judge ar.an arbitrator over you?
‘15 And He said to them, Take heed and beware of-
chetousness for one's life does not c"'bnsu;;t in

| the abundance of the thlngs he possesses | -'__-.,H
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e Th_e Wrong Problem
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» Jesus pointed outthat the problem was not with :
‘the'brother failing to divide the inheritance . .
‘cequitably, but with the man’s greed that made
him willing tQ feud with his brother apd
monopollze Jesus’ . time..
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. "We tendito fogus on-the wrong problem We'see=..

/,tHe present problem and confuse it wrth the’ Iong
| range goal | - . u
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Ur 5 The Wrong Problem
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Luke 12:16-21 - Then He spoke 3 parable to them saying:_
The ground of a certain.rich manyielded plentlfujly* 17 And

, -hetholght within:-himself, saying, What shall | do, since'l

h&ve no room'to stose my crops? 18-So'he said, | will do this:
| willppull down ny barns-and build greater, an}d there | will
store all my crops and my goods. 19 And | witt'say to my soul-

<" soul, you have many goods laid up for many.years; take your
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-ease; eat, d'rmk and be merry: 20'But God said,to him rFooII
This night your soul will be required of you; thén whose W|II

those things be which you hHave provrded? 21,50 is he who
- lays up treasure for hlmself and is.not ri¢h toward God ¢
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A RS Th_e*Wr"ong' Probl'em
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Prov: 24:30- 31—- “I went by the fl€|d of the Iazy man, Arnd*=
; by the wpeyard of the man'devoid of understandmg, 31

& B

AnRd there it'was; al overgrown with thorns; Its surface was s
covél’ed with nettles Its stone wall was bquen down

'— T.-he p.rob-lem is not weeds, but the owner’s laziness. e

ECC*q, 10: 18 '“Because of laziness the bwldln;g decays, And
through'idleness of hands the house leaks.”

.= The problem!is hot the léaking house, but'the ow_ne_r_ ’s negTéct.__-H,
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¥ The Wrong Priority. - :
A -T] L : . :
* Less meortant earthly related time Ilnked = |

problems frequently interfere with our ab|I|ty
or willingness to see our, qruual eternaL . 5 s

; asplrltual pro'blems * oy .
"'« 'The world’s cares capture and hold our T -,
2 i ] A E
Laftention v . N4\ g
—Luke 12:22- 33 - g e e (U
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v 2 “*The Wrong Prlor'rty
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PeteHost nis falth in and focus on Christ when he fixed h|s
attention on the wind“and the waves : % o
— Matt 14:28-33 - “Peter answered Him and, saLd Lord if it is You,
““command me to come to You on the water. 29'So He sald <

Cdme.. And when Peter had come’down out of the bo,gt he
‘‘walked on the water to go to Jesus. 30 But when he saw that~

the wind was boisterous, -he was afraid; and-beginning#o sink_
he cried out, saying, Lord save me! 31 And |mmed|atel=yJesu§
sf‘retched out His hand and caught him, and safd to him, O you
of little faith, why did you doubt? 32 And when'they got.into.
. the boat, the wind ceased. 33 Then those who were in the boat. ™

" came and worshlped H|m saylng,, TruJy You are the Son of God.”
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_* Our own problems anel sins mterfere with "= =
_i & B
" §eemg the true proble‘ms of othe_.rs, and even
: .
ofreurselves | “ By
g % =
: ﬁPsaIm*39 nc
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» David.sawthe W|cked but deuded tonot say = «
P anythmg to.avoid sin. Instead of helplng, |t made .*°

matters worse, = - =B oy >

— Psalm 39 o il sald | W|II guard my wé‘ys Lest'l Sin’

+W|th my tongue; | will restrain.my mouth with.a.. -
muzzle While the wicked are before me_2 | waSrmute
1WIt|"l silencé, | held my peace even from good And my
~ SOrrow was stlrred up.” . b S i
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R We often waste our Ilmlted tlme W|th the Wrong answer.

B =t Psa-im 39:3-6 - “My heart was hot within me; V\/hlle |-was
> musmg, the'fire burned. Then | spoke with rhy tongue /i
“ORD, make mye to know my ehd, And what isthe measure
% of my days, That | may know how frail-l ap7™ E Indeea You
f'have made my days as handbreadths, And- -my ageisas
othlng beforeYou; Certainly every man at h+s best state is,
1bu‘c vapor. 6 Surely every man walks about I|ke a shadow; .
Surely they busy themselves in vain; He heaps up rlches -
“And does not knovsrwho will gather them o
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P 0 hE';WFo-ng Answer-
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~* David realized he chosen badly in the pastand he.
:“3 ‘had egrned.and would profit from the dlSClpIme =

God imposed omhim. |~ mogr. BORS

4o Psalm 39:7-10 - “And-now, Lord, what d&| walt"'for?
+I\/Iy'h(?pe isin You. 8 Deliver me fromallmy .. =
tranSgr‘essmns Do not make me the repl:pach ofthe s,
fbohsh 9 | was.mute, | did not open my mouth, S
Because it was You who did it. 10 F&emove Your-plague
from me; I'am co*‘nsumed by the blow of Your hand 4
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% 2. ‘*Th~e Wrong Ansvver
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S God showed h|m what was unlmportant Fomi 1]

" — Psalm39 11 -“When with rébukes You correct man
“for iniquity, You make his beauty meIt away like a

noth; Surelyevery man is vapor.” g WY

. *DaV|d Iearned the lesson , S :

Psalm 39 12- 13 ”Hear my prayer, O LORD And glve

4 ear to my cry, Do not'be S|Ient at.my tears; For lama «

;stranger with You, A so,Journer as all my fathers were:
- 13 Remave Your gaze from me, that | may regaln i
strength Before-Fgo away and.am no more.™ —
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e 2, he';WFo-ng Answer
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* Job’s frlends made the same mistake. They*saw - i
£ Job’s mlsery and: wrongly“concluded that God was

ounlshmg Job forsome sin he commltted

o Job 4:7-9 - “Remember now, who ever pe"rlshed ‘bemg =
rhno'cept? Or where were ‘the-upright ever cut off2 8:
Even as | have seen, Those who plow |n|qu|ty Andssow :
%rbuble reap'the same. 9 By the blast of-God they perish,
And by the breath of Mis anger they are consumed‘” :
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% 2. ‘*Th~e Wrong Ansvver
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. Job erred in thlnklng he was bemg unJustIy puqlshed- -
= T-Joh 23:3-7 - “Oh; that | knew where | might find Him, That | .**

b mlght come to His seat! 4 I would present my case before
| wHim, And fill my mouth with drguments. 5 | would T<now
; " the words which He would answer me, Artd understand
© . Awhat }gle would say to me.-6 Would He contend with#me' in.
. His grea’c powet? No! But He would take note of me=7. &
'Fhere the uprlght could reason with Him, And I would be i+
dellvered forever from my Judge.” : | “ T
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* Elihu corrected thelr'mlstakes - N - i

~Job, 32: 1-5.- “So these three men ceased answerlng
Job, because hewas rlghteous in his.own eyes 2. Then
“the wrath of Elihuy, the son of Barachel the Buzite, of
the.,famlly of Ram; was aroused against Job his wrath ~

& B

"~ wasalBused hecalse he justified himself ratherfhan -

b

AGod. 3 Also: against h|s three friends his wrath was -

“aroused because they"had found no answer, and yetw_
+ had condemned Job g il |
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N 2 *#he';wro-ng Answer.
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» God charged Job and his three friends, angl Job = .

‘was'unable to answer God’s questions from his
“OWN mlstaken v,Lewpomt . ¥ o G
~7Job 40:1-5 -’‘Moreover the' LORD.answered foQ, and

- sald 2 Shall the one who contends with the Almighty ~
v # corre¢t Him? He who-rebukes-God, let-him answer Moo

&

3 Then Job answered-the LORD and saidz4 Behofd; | .-

am vile; What shall{ answerYou? | lay my hand over :
- my mouth 5.0nce | have spoken, but | will not. . "=
- answer; Yes, tW|ce, but I WI|| proceed no further
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* Job thought his sufferlng was the most
2, lmportant straw . ‘. -

* Joh's fr|ends thought his:sins were the *most
|mportant straw =R o

" God said that:His Divine purposes a,pd His-.

salbhe are the welghty matters that must be
accepted e T
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- the ‘ear, But now my eyelseés You. 6 Thereforé | abhor rﬁyself .
il And-repent in dust 'and ashes. 7 And so it was, after the LORD~
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% 2. "The Wrong Ansvver

« <Job 4'2 17 - “Then Job thwered the LORD and said: 2 | know
that You can do-everythihg, And that ho purpose of Yours can be
withheld from You. 3.You asked, Who is this who hides counsel =
*without knowledge? Therefore I have uttered what'| did not
understand Things too-wonderful for me, which | did not know.™ =
4J_|sten pIease ahd let me speak; You sald | will quesstion you, °©
-and you shall answer Me. 5 have heard of You by the hearing of

had spoken these words'to Jgb, that the LORD said to-Eliphaz:
_the Temanite, .My wrath is aréused against you and your two"
friends, for you have not speken of Me what is. rlght as My

__.servantJeb lgas AT =7 | E b VRN
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* Job’s suffermg was nerther a punlshmemt nor-
- the pomt but : d chance for God to prove His_

souerelgnty ’and for Job to:prove h|§ farth

. JQb fe)cused on the immediate problem ,ar;d =
dhd not see the Iong range purposes” 2 -
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e Heb.12:9-11- ”Furthermore we have had human - B
'.'-; fathe,rs who corrected us; andwe, pald them: respect ad
“-Shall we'not mutch more readlly be insubjection to the
Father of spiritsandlive? 10 Far they indeed fora-few
days chastened us as seemed best to them, but He for
,our pnoflt that we may: bepartakers of His holiness.. 11
. Now no chastening seems to be joyful for the present,™
‘bt painful; nevertheless afterward it yiefds the' " = °
péaceable frUIt of rlghtec;zusness to those who have -

‘been 'tralned by |t” ‘e e | S
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5. & The Last Straw
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* The last straw does not break us; it is the whole load - |
= borne wrth pride and not with? wisdom o ad

» *"-Po notblame theJast straw: instead, Iooklnward at..
| your own judgment, reasoning; falth and endur’ance

¢ =’Learn to see the load and the straw wrth“the splrltual
‘mind, not the earthly bram # e e

Laarn what God says is your most importaht focus and~
. “refuse to allow your attentlon to.be diverted the 5
| Adversary Sstraws - : ' e U0
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5. & The Last Straw S S S
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PauTs thorn in the flesh Was jUSt a.straw

— 2Cor 12 7- 10 - ”And lest | shouldTbe exalted above measure by. 9
the abundance of the revelations, a thorniin theflesh wWas

glven to me, a messenger of Satan to buffet. me, lest|-be - =
exalted above measure-8 Concerning this thrng | pleaded with
the: Lord three times that it might depart from me. 9 And He~

gaid to me,. My grace js sufficient for you, for My strength’is__
made perfect in weakness. Therefore most gladly | wilFrathey =
Boast in my infirmities, that the power of ChriSt may rest upon }
me. 10 Therefore | take pleasure ininfirmities,’in reproaches,

. in needs, in persecutions, in d|stresses for Christ's sake. For ™
when | am weak, then I af strong” '
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