
Have You Been Transformed 

or Just Baptized?

Romans 12:1-3



Matthew 7:15-20

• “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in 
sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous 
wolves. 16 You will know them by their fruits. Do 
men gather grapes from thorn bushes or figs from 
thistles? 17 Even so, every good tree bears good 
fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good 
tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree 
bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear 
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 
Therefore by their fruits you will know them.”



Being A Christian Involves Changing Habits

• Rom. 12:1-2 - “I beseech you therefore, 

brethren, by the mercies of God, that you 

present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 

acceptable to God, which is your reasonable 

service. 2 And do not be conformed to this 

world, but be transformed by the renewing of 

your mind, that you may prove what is that 

good and acceptable and perfect will of God.”



Being A Christian Involves Changing Habits

• Eph. 4:17-24 - “This I say, therefore, and testify in the Lord, 
that you should no longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles walk, 
in the futility of their mind, 18 having their understanding 
darkened, being alienated from the life of God, because of the 
ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their 
heart; 19 who, being past feeling, have given themselves over 
to lewdness, to work all uncleanness with greediness. 20 But 
you have not so learned Christ, 21 if indeed you have heard 
Him and have been taught by Him, as the truth is in Jesus: 22 
that you put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man 
which grows corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, 23 and be 
renewed in the spirit of your mind, 24 and that you put on the 
new man which was created according to God, in true 
righteousness and holiness.”



Being A Christian Involves Changing Habits

• James 4:4 - “Do you not know that friendship with the 
world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be 
a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.”

• 1Peter 4:1-4 - “Therefore, since Christ suffered for us in the 
flesh, arm yourselves also with the same mind, for he who 
has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, 2 that he no 
longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh for the 
lusts of men, but for the will of God. 3 For we have spent 
enough of our past lifetime in doing the will of the Gentiles-
-when we walked in lewdness, lusts, drunkenness, revelries, 
drinking parties, and abominable idolatries. 4 In regard to 
these, they think it strange that you do not run with them 
in the same flood of dissipation, speaking evil of you.”



The Change Is Not Instantaneous

• Habits are hard to break. It is a matter of growth 

– Prov. 4:18 - “But the path of the just is like the shining sun, 

That shines ever brighter unto the perfect day.”

– Eph. 2:19-22 - “Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers 

and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and 

members of the household of God, 20 having been built on 

the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ 

Himself being the chief cornerstone, 21 in whom the 

whole building, being joined together, grows into a holy 

temple in the Lord, 22 in whom you also are being built 

together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.”



The Change Is Not Instantaneous

• Habits are hard to break. It is a matter of growth 

– Eph. 4:15 - “but, speaking the truth in love, may grow 

up in all things into Him who is the head--Christ”

– Phil. 2:14-16 - “Do all things without complaining and 

disputing, 15 that you may become blameless and 

harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of 

a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you 

shine as lights in the world, 16 holding fast the word 

of life, so that I may rejoice in the day of Christ that I 

have not run in vain or labored in vain.”



The Change Is Not Instantaneous

• Some put off becoming Christians until they feel they 
have defeated sin. That day never comes. We will 
always face temptation

• The problem of sin doesn’t stop when we become 
Christians. Instead, we often become targets for the 
Adversary

– 1Peter 5:8-9 - “Be sober, be vigilant; because your 
adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking 
whom he may devour. 9 Resist him, steadfast in the faith, 
knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your 
brotherhood in the world.”



The Change Is Not Instantaneous

• They are attempting to fight sin without 

weapons. They need the whole armor of God

– Eph. 6:10-17



Eph. 6:10-17
• “Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of 

His might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be 
able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12 For we do not 
wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against 
spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 13 
Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able 
to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 14 
Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put 
on the breastplate of righteousness, 15 and having shod your 
feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 16 above all, 
taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench 
all the fiery darts of the wicked one. 17 And take the helmet of 
salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God”



The Change Is Not Instantaneous

• We need help from each other 

– 1Thes. 5:6-11 - “Therefore let us not sleep, as others do, 

but let us watch and be sober. 7 For those who sleep, sleep 

at night, and those who get drunk are drunk at night. 8 But 

let us who are of the day be sober, putting on the 

breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet the hope of 

salvation. 9 For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to 

obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who 

died for us, that whether we wake or sleep, we should live 

together with Him. 11 Therefore comfort each other and 

edify one another, just as you also are doing.”



The Change Is Not Instantaneous

• Baptism begins our commitment to Christ

– Rom. 6:4 - “Therefore we were buried with Him 

through baptism into death, that just as Christ was 

raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, 

even so we also should walk in newness of life.”

– 2Cor. 5:17 - “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is 

a new creation; old things have passed away; 

behold, all things have become new.”



The Change Is Not Instantaneous

• Titus 3:3-7 - “For we ourselves were also once foolish, 
disobedient, deceived, serving various lusts and 
pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful and hating 
one another. 4 But when the kindness and the love of 
God our Savior toward man appeared, 5 not by works of 
righteousness which we have done, but according to His 
mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration 
and renewing of the Holy Spirit, 6 whom He poured out 
on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 that 
having been justified by His grace we should become 
heirs according to the hope of eternal life.”



The Change Is Not Instantaneous

• Renewal comes through knowledge 
– Col. 3:9-10 - “Do not lie to one another, since you 

have put off the old man with his deeds, 10 and have 
put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge 
according to the image of Him who created him”

– 1Peter 2:1-3 - “Therefore, laying aside all malice, all 
deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil speaking, 2 as 
newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that 
you may grow thereby”

– 2Peter 3:18 - “But grow in the grace and knowledge of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ”



The Change Must Be Seen In Our Lives

• Col. 1:21-23 - “And you, who once were alienated and 
enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has 
reconciled 22 in the body of His flesh through death, to 
present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His 
sight-- 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and 
steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope of the 
gospel which you heard”

• Eph. 5:25-27 - “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also 
loved the church and gave Himself for her, 26 that He might 
sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the 
word, 27 that He might present her to Himself a glorious 
church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that 
she should be holy and without blemish.”



The Change Must Be Seen In Our Lives

• 1Thes. 4:3-5 - “For this is the will of God, your 
sanctification: that you should abstain from sexual 
immorality; 4 that each of you should know how to possess 
his own vessel in sanctification and honor, 5 not in passion 
of lust, like the Gentiles who do not know God”

• 1Peter 1:13-16 - “Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, 
be sober, and rest your hope fully upon the grace that is to 
be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 14 as 
obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former 
lusts, as in your ignorance; 15 but as He who called you is 
holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16 because it is 
written, Be holy, for I am holy.”



The Change Must Be Permanent
• 2Cor. 5:14-21 - “For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge 

thus: that if One died for all, then all died; 15 and He died for all, that 
those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for Him who 
died for them and rose again. 16 Therefore, from now on, we regard no 
one according to the flesh. Even though we have known Christ according 
to the flesh, yet now we know Him thus no longer. 17 Therefore, if 
anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; 
behold, all things have become new. 18 Now all things are of God, who 
has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the 
ministry of reconciliation, 19 that is, that God was in Christ reconciling 
the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has 
committed to us the word of reconciliation. 20 Now then, we are 
ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we 
implore you on Christ's behalf, be reconciled to God. 21 For He made 
Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him.”



The Change Must Be Permanent

• Ez. 18:31-32 - “Cast away from you all the 

transgressions which you have committed, 

and get yourselves a new heart and a new 

spirit. For why should you die, O house of 

Israel? 32 For I have no pleasure in the death 

of one who dies, says the Lord GOD. Therefore 

turn and live!”



The Change Must Be Permanent

• Christians who continue to dabble in sin make being a 
Christian harder, and when they fall away, make it 
easier to become completely reprobate

– 2Peter 2:20-22 - “For if, after they have escaped the 
pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them 
and overcome, the latter end is worse for them than the 
beginning. 21 For it would have been better for them not 
to have known the way of righteousness, than having 
known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered 
to them. 22 But it has happened to them according to the 
true proverb: A dog returns to his own vomit, and, a sow, 
having washed, to her wallowing in the mire.”



The Change Must Be Permanent

• Heb. 6:4-6 - “For it is impossible for those who were once 
enlightened, and have tasted the heavenly gift, and have 
become partakers of the Holy Spirit, 5 and have tasted the 
good word of God and the powers of the age to come, 6 if 
they fall away, to renew them again to repentance, since 
they crucify again for themselves the Son of God, and put 
Him to an open shame.”

• Heb. 10:26-27 - “For if we sin willfully after we have 
received the knowledge of the truth, there no longer 
remains a sacrifice for sins, 27 but a certain fearful 
expectation of judgment, and fiery indignation which will 
devour the adversaries.”


