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Why Christians Love the Lord’s Church
• Why do Christians love the Lord’s Church?
– Nearly all profess love for it, but an increasing
number do not combine their professed love for
the church with works that manifest their love
– 1John 3:18 - “My little children, let us not love in
word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth.”

Because Jesus Loves The Church
• Eph. 5:25 - “Husbands, love your wives, just as
Christ also loved the church and gave Himself
for her”
• Acts 20:28 - “Therefore take heed to
yourselves and to all the flock, among which
the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to
shepherd the church of God which He
purchased with His own blood.”

Because The Church Is Our Family
• Gal. 3:26 - “For you are all sons of God
through faith in Christ Jesus.”
• 1Tim. 5:1-2 - “Do not rebuke an older man,
but exhort him as a father, younger men as
brothers, 2 older women as mothers, younger
as sisters, with all purity.”

Because Of The Effect The Church Has
On The World
• Matt. 5:13-16 - “You are the salt of the earth; but if the
salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then
good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled
underfoot by men. 14 You are the light of the world. A
city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do
they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a
lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house.
16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may
see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.”

Because Of The Effect The Church Has
On The World
• 1Cor. 14:24-25 - “But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or
an uninformed person comes in, he is convinced by all,
he is convicted by all. 25 And thus the secrets of his heart
are revealed; and so, falling down on his face, he will
worship God and report that God is truly among you.”
• Phil. 2:15 - “that you may become blameless and
harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a
crooked and perverse generation, among whom you
shine as lights in the world”

Because The Church Is Made Up Of All
The Saved
• Eph. 5:25-27 - “Husbands, love your wives, just as
Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her,
26 that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the
washing of water by the word, 27 that He might
present her to Himself a glorious church, not having
spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should
be holy and without blemish.”
• Acts 2:47 - “praising God and having favor with all the
people. And the Lord added to the church daily those
who were being saved.”

Because The Church Is Led By Christ
• Eph. 1:22-23 - “And He put all things under His
feet, and gave Him to be head over all things
to the church, 23 which is His body, the
fullness of Him who fills all in all.”
• Col. 1:18 - “And He is the head of the body,
the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn
from the dead, that in all things He may have
the preeminence.”

Because The Church Was Begun By Christ
• Rev. 5:9 - “And they sang a new song, saying: You are
worthy to take the scroll, And to open its seals; For You
were slain, And have redeemed us to God by Your blood
Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation”
• Eph. 2:10 - “For we are His workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand that we should walk in them.”
• Matt. 16:18 - “And I also say to you that you are Peter,
and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of
Hades shall not prevail against it.”

Because The Church Has Convictions
• 1Tim. 3:15 - “I write so that you may know
how you ought to conduct yourself in the
house of God, which is the church of the living
God, the pillar and ground of the truth.”
• 2Tim. 3:16 - “All Scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness”

Because The Church Enjoys Fellowship
• 1John 1:3 - “that which we have seen and
heard we declare to you, that you also may
have fellowship with us; and truly our
fellowship is with the Father and with His Son
Jesus Christ.”
• Acts 2:42 - “And they continued steadfastly in
the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, in the
breaking of bread, and in prayers”

Because The Church Has A Divine Work
• Matt. 28:18-20 - “And Jesus came and spoke to them,
saying, All authority has been given to Me in heaven and
on earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to
observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I
am with you always, even to the end of the age. Amen.”
• Eph. 3:10 - “to the intent that now the manifold wisdom
of God might be made known by the church to the
principalities and powers in the heavenly places”

Because The Church Works Together
• Gal. 2:9 - “and when James, Cephas, and John, who
seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that had
been given to me, they gave me and Barnabas the right
hand of fellowship, that we should go to the Gentiles
and they to the circumcised.”
• Eph. 4:16 - “from whom the whole body, joined and
knit together by what every joint supplies, according to
the effective working by which every part does its
share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of
itself in love.”

Because The Church Is Generous
• 2Cor. 8:1-4 - “Moreover, brethren, we make
known to you the grace of God bestowed on the
churches of Macedonia: 2 that in a great trial of
affliction the abundance of their joy and their
deep poverty abounded in the riches of their
liberality. 3 For I bear witness that according to
their ability, yes, and beyond their ability, they
were freely willing, 4 imploring us with much
urgency that we would receive the gift and the
fellowship of the ministering to the saints.”

Because The Church Is Generous
• Acts 4:33-35 - “And with great power the apostles
gave witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus.
And great grace was upon them all. 34 Nor was
there anyone among them who lacked; for all who
were possessors of lands or houses sold them,
and brought the proceeds of the things that were
sold, 35 and laid them at the apostles' feet; and
they distributed to each as anyone had need.”

Because The Church Will Stand Forever
• Dan. 2:44 - “And in the days of these kings the God of
heaven will set up a kingdom which shall never be
destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other
people; it shall break in pieces and consume all these
kingdoms, and it shall stand forever.”
• Luke 1:32-33 - “He will be great, and will be called the
Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the
throne of His father David. 33 And He will reign over
the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there
will be no end.”

