Telling Our Children the Praises of God
By Kent Heaton
“We will not hide them from their children, telling to the generation to come the praises of
the Lord, and His strength and His wonderful works that He has done” (Psalm 78:4).
Children are sponges who take in everything around them as they build their characters
and impressions of what they will become in adulthood. Children learn a language not because
they are born in a geographical location but what they hear as they form their language. A child
born in Russia raised in France will speak French. They learn from the world around them and
are influenced by the teaching and instructions of their parents and the world at large. Inherent
in the duties of parents is the responsibility to teach their children about God. This knowledge is
more than recognition of God but to understand the value of worship the child will develop as
they mature. The Lord has always desired for man to approach Him with the reverence and awe
due His name. He is to be glorified and given honor as the Creator, Provider and Sustainer of all
things in life. Children should learn from an early age the praises of the Lord and all He has
done.
Training of children begins at the home. The nucleus of any community is the home and
as the home goes, so goes the world. This is also true of the church. The strength and
weakness of the church is determined by the value of the teaching done in the home by parents
who are teaching their children about God. From the beginning of time, the parents have been
the headwaters of a child’s understanding of who God is and what He has done for man.
Fathers and mothers are instructed to teach their children the word of the Lord. The Jews were
particularly commanded to not hide the story of God from their children but teach them daily the
commandments, judgments and statutes of the Lord. Parents today can do no less than guiding
the hearts of their children to honor God.
Teaching children about God comes first from the home. It is here they learn to
reverence the Lord and worship Him. The church gathers on the first day of the week to worship
God and it is here the fruits of the home labor are seen. Children learn to sing praises to the
Lord in the home so that when they gather with the body of Christ they will learn to sing with the
congregation. Prayer is a vital part of the home as the father leads the devotions in prayer and
meditation of the word. Children will be prepared when it is time to pray in worship to bow their
heads and sit quietly in reverence as the speaker directs the minds of the church toward the
throne of God. Reading the Bible in the home is where the knowledge of God begins in the
heart. Parents reading the stories of scripture to their children are developing hearts that will be
devoted to the will of the Lord. School homework is important but Bible homework is eternal.
Every child should have their own Bible and the fathers should lead the discussion of reading
the scriptures and impressing upon the minds of the child the glory of God’s word. During the
worship time when the word is being preached, children should be learning to sit quietly and
take notes or read passages that are being discussed. The Lord’s Supper is one of the most
wonderful remembrances of our worship. It is a time when the mind reflects upon the immense
suffering of the Lord as He died on a cross. Two emblems show the body and blood of Jesus as
a memorial to His great love and His willingness to die on the cross for our sin. Children learn
about this sacrifice at home so that when they come to worship they see the reverence and
solemnity of the occasion. This will have a large influence upon their perception of the Lord’s
Supper as they grow into adulthood and appreciation for the remembrance of the sacrifice.
The worship of the Lord should not be hidden from our children. Why we worship, how
we worship and what the worship means should be imbedded in our children from an early age.
Hiding the importance of worship from our children is allowing them to frolic and play during the
worship, read books, laugh, giggle and play on IPads, smart phones and computers. It will be
difficult to impress on the mind of a child the vastness of God’s glory in worship when we allow

them to ignore His glory during the worship. Children can learn to sit quietly during worship
respecting the name of the Lord. They can sit for an hour without being fed, watered and
allowed to go to the bathroom every five minutes. And they can learn this from an early age.
Respecting the worship is important to learn and it must begin at home. What we do in our
worship to God is very serious. There are too many examples of how God dealt with those who
disrespected Him. Let all of us as parents and grandparents teach our children the praises of
the Lord, His strength and the wonderful works He has done.
Out of Sight
“And if Christ is in you, the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of
righteousness” (Rom. 8:10). A boy while flying a kite was so successful that the kite went out of
sight. He stood in the field with a cord in his hand that bent upwards into the sky. Someone
asked him how he knew the kite was there, and he let them put their hand on the string. They
could feel the pull of the unseen kite. Similarly, although the world cannot visibly see Christ in
us, they can recognize His invisible power in every phase of our lives. They are forced to admit
that we as Christians have something which they do not possess. Let us truly have Christ, the
hope of glory, within us.
Wanted!
People who are as interested in the local church on Sunday evening and Wednesday night as
they are on Sunday morning.
People who are as liberal with their money as they are with their advice and criticism.
People who love God more than their own personal comfort and pleasure.
People who are willing to let church work interfere with secular work.
People who are willing to spend at least half as much time studying the Bible as they do on their
smart phones.
People who can be half as enthusiastic about a Gospel meeting as they are about the Super
Bowl.
People who are willing to practice in their lives what they claim they believe in their hearts. (via
The Key Word; Memphis, TN)
Safe from the Oncoming Fire
Someone once wrote that when Midwesterners saw a prairie fire coming, what could
they do? They couldn’t outrun it -- not even on the fastest horse. What they did was light a
match and burned a large area around them. Then they entered the burnt area and were from
the oncoming flames, for where they stood, the fires had already passed.
Almost two millennia ago, Christ stood in our place suffering for the sins of the world. On
the cross, he suffered torture from His tormentors, hanging where the fires of punishment
overwhelmed Him. If we will, therefore, go to the cross of Jesus, we can be where the fires of
punishment have passed over and escape the oncoming eternal punishment of sin.
A Moments Wisdom
--The humility of hypocrites is, of all pride, the greatest and most haughty. (Martin Luther)
--Sympathy is your pain in my heart.

