Love Believes All Things
By Paul R. Blake
“Love believes all things” (1Cor. 13:7). It believes good things about a brother until there is
clear evidence, not clear suspicion, that we should not be bearing silently with him and believing all
things. There is a difference between clear evidence and suspicion that merely seems clear to us.
Barnes writes: “In regard to the conduct of others, there is the disposition to put the best construction
on it.” When someone says or does something, we know and love that person to the extent that
we’re going to spin his or her words and actions the best way we can. We are going to view it in the
best light possible, rather than begin to doubt and wonder. We are going to believe that they are
actuated by good motives; they meant well, regardless of how well they expressed or conducted
themselves, because we know that they mean well and intend no injury.
“There is a willingness to suppose as far as can be that what is done is done consistently
with friendship, good feeling, and virtue” (Barnes). We know that our brothers and sisters did this
because we know them and believe the best in them regarding this matter; we know this because
we love each other. Love produces this condition because it rejoices in the happiness and virtue of
others. It doesn’t judge nor is it suspicious of the virtue of others. Because of our relationship in
Christ, it assumes the virtuousness of others, rejoicing over it. John wrote: “I have no greater joy
than to hear that my children walk in truth” (3John 4).
We rejoice that our fellow disciples are our fellow disciples. This joy enhances our love for
them, enabling us to say: “They have the very best motives at heart; they are doing their best; they
are doing this because of the goodness of our relationship.” And, we will not believe the contrary
about them without irrefutable evidence. Love believes all things.
The Citizen of Zion
By Bubba Garner
“Lord, who may abide in Your tabernacle? Who may dwell in Your holy hill? He who walks
uprightly, and works righteousness, and speaks the truth in his heart; he who does not backbite with
his tongue, nor does evil to his neighbor, nor does he take up a reproach against his friend; in whose
eyes a vile person is despised, but he honors those who fear the Lord; he who swears to his own
hurt and does not change; he who does not put out his money at usury, nor does he take a bribe
against the innocent. He who does these things shall never be moved” (Psalm 15).
So much is said in the Psalms about the blessings and privileges that are granted to the
righteous man. Psalm 15 describes and defines who the righteous man is. David begins with a
question, “Who may abide in Thy tent” and “dwell on Thy holy hill?” Abide and dwell suggest that he
is not interested in just passing through. He is looking for permanent residence in the presence of
God, citizenship in Zion. Several characteristics are listed, but they all stem from the three qualities
in verse 2.
1) WHAT A MAN IS. He who “walks with integrity.” Walking is stable, consistent, and
constant; it is running neither behind nor ahead. To walk with integrity (like the word integer) is to go
through life as a whole, complete person, without any artificial parts or components.
2) WHAT A MAN DOES. He who “works righteousness.” Because of his inward desire for
integrity, his outward deeds follow suit. “There is a way which seems right” (Prov. 14:12) to many
men. But the citizen of Zion is not interested in doing what seems right; he’s interested in doing what
is right.
3) WHAT A MAN SAYS. He who “speaks the truth in his heart.” It is no coincidence that
proper use of the tongue is required to be at home with God. His heart is true to his words; he does
not say one thing and mean another. “He who does these things will never be shaken” (vs. 5). That
promise is as sure as the throne of God.
Diary of a Bible

January: A busy time for me. Most of the family decided to read me through this year. They kept me
busy for the first two weeks, but they have forgotten me now.
February: Clean-up time. I was dusted yesterday and put in my place. My owners did use me for a
few minutes last week. They had been in an argument and were looking up some references to
prove they were right.
March: I had a busy day the first of the month. My owner was elected president of the PTA., and
used me to prepare a speech.
April: Grandpa visited us this month. He kept me on his lap reading for about an hour each day. He
seems to think more of me than some people in my household.
May: I have a few green stains on my pages. Some spring flowers were pressed in my pages.
June: I look like a scrapbook. They have stuffed me full of newspaper clippings; one of the girls was
married.
July: They put me in a suitcase today. I guess we're off on vacation. I wish I could stay home; I know
I'll be closed up in this thing for at least two weeks.
August: Still in the suitcase.
September: Back home at last and in my old familiar place. I have a lot of company. Two magazines
and four comic books are stacked on top of me. I wish I could be read as much as they are.
October: They read me a little today. One of them is very sick. Right now I am sitting in the center of
the coffee table. I think the preacher is coming by for a visit.
November: Back in my old place. Somebody asked today if I were a scrapbook.
December: The family is busy getting ready for the holidays. I guess I will be covered up under
wrapping paper and packages again; just as I am every Christmas.
A Moments Wisdom
--Look at a day when you are supremely satisfied at its end. It is not a day when you lounged around
doing nothing. It’s when you had everything to do, and you’ve done it.
--I would rather have people laugh at my frugality than to weep at my extravagance.
--You will either become good at sowing in the Spring, or you will learn how to become good at
begging in the Fall.
--No one has the power to injury me enough to make me hate him.
--Don’t be afraid to ask silly questions; they are easier to handle than dumb mistakes.
--It is amazing how generous some people believe themselves to be because they give advice
freely.
--Most loudmouths have an empty echo chamber between their ears.
--True heroism is remarkably sober, very undramatic. It is not the urge to surpass all others at
whatever cost, but the urge to serve others at whatever cost.
--A good way to forget your troubles is to help others out of theirs.
--If you can laugh at it, you can live with it.
--Sandwich every bit of criticism between two layers of praise.
--The train of failure often runs on the tracks of laziness.
--Maturity begins on the day we take responsibility for our words and actions.
--The optimist has no brakes; the pessimist has no motor.
--Only a mediocre person is always at his best.
--Today is the tomorrow you worried about yesterday.
--Death is not a period but a comma in the story of life.
--The test of a good teacher is not how many questions he can ask his pupils that they will answer
readily, but how many questions he inspires them to ask him which he finds it hard to answer.

