The Spirit of Solomon
By Kent Heaton

In the early days of the reign of Solomon, the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice to the
Lord. While there, God appeared to Solomon and asked him, “What shall | give you” (1Kings
3:5)? The answer of the young king is revealing into the purity of motives and humility of heart
impressed upon the son of David. Solomon praised his father David for his faithful walk with the
Lord but now that he was king Solomon recognized the immense burden of leadership that now
rest upon his shoulders. He would not ask of God riches and power but rather something that he
understood was more important than anything found in the world: an understanding heart to
judge the people. This request came from the spirit that dwelt in his own heart as he told the
Lord, “I am a little child; | do not know how to go out or come in” (1Kings 3:7).

Children have a purity about them that comes from the innocence of age. They are fully
trusting and dependent upon others to guide them and take care of them. No child can survive
left alone and as the heart of the child grows it learns how to walk and talk and care for itself.
When the child grows into maturity it leaves off that dependence and seeks its own way. Jesus
described the people of God like children when He said, and said, “Unless you are converted
and become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore
whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven” (Matt.
18:3-4). The disciples wanted to know who would be great in the kingdom and Jesus reply is a
child.

In our spiritual life we are never to mature to the point we no longer need God. We
should always be children in our hearts like Solomon. Our confession daily must be we know
not “how to go out or come in” and “I need thee every hour” (Annie S. Hawks). Our troubles
come when we no longer think and act like a ‘child of God’ and are no longer little in our own
sight. The predecessor of Solomon and David was Saul of Kish who in the beginning of his
reign had the heart of a child. Then he took upon himself the role of thinking for God and in the
final insult to God did not destroy the Amalekites as commanded by the Lord (1Sam. 15). In his
rebuke the prophet Samuel said, "When you were little in your own eyes, were you not head of
the tribes of Israel? And did not the Lord anoint you king over Israel” (1Sam. 15:17)? Saul lost
his child like heart.

David wrote of the child’s heart in Psalm 131 — “Lord, my heart is not haughty, nor my
eyes lofty. Neither do | concern myself with great matters, nor with things too profound for me.
Surely | have calmed and quieted my soul, like a weaned child with his mother; like a weaned
child is my soul within me” (Psalms 131:1-2). As children of God we follow the will of God
without question and through our love for our Father. We are but children and with the spirit of a
child’s heart we learn dependence (Matt. 6:25-34) and trust (Prov. 3:5-8).

There are only children in the kingdom of God. No one is greater than another and we all
serve one another as we serve one Father. “But he who is greatest among you shall be your
servant. And whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be
exalted” (Matt. 23:11-12). Children learn to wash feet as Jesus shows in John 13. Children
understand forgiveness (Mark 11:25-26). The spirit of a child is filled with love (1John 4:7-11).
Be like Solomon: “I am a little child.”

Lucky for Him
“The older women likewise, that they be reverent in behavior, not slanderers, not given

to much wine, teachers of good things; that they admonish the young women to love their
husbands...” (Titus 2:3-4).



Even the most devoted couple will experience a "stormy" bout once in a while. A
grandmother, celebrating her golden wedding anniversary, once told the secret of her long and
happy marriage. "On my wedding day, | decided to make a list of ten of my husband's faults
which, for the sake of our marriage, | would overlook," she said.

A guest asked the woman what some of the faults she had chosen to overlook were.
The grandmother replied, "To tell you the truth, my dear, | never did get around to listing them.
But whenever my husband did something that made me hopping mad, | would say to myself,
'Lucky for him that's one of the ten!"" (From Carl D. Windsor)

“Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things” (1Cor.
13:7).

What’s in Your Hand?

If you have a tendency to despair over lost opportunities or if you worry about the future,
ask yourself this question: “What is right in front of me?” In other words, what circumstances
and relationships are currently available to you? This question can get your focus off a past
regret or a scary future and back to what God can do in your life.

It's similar to the question God asked Moses at the burning bush. Moses was troubled.
Aware of his own weaknesses, he expressed fear about the Lord’s call for him to lead Israel out
of bondage. So God simply asked Moses, “What is that in your hand?” (Ex. 4:2). The Lord
shifted Moses’ attention away from his anxiety about the future and suggested he notice what
was right in front of him -- a shepherd’s rod. God showed Moses that He could use this ordinary
staff to perform miracles as a sign for unbelieving people. As Moses’ trust in God grew, so did
the magnitude of miracles God worked through His servant.

Do you think about past failures too much? Do you have fearful thoughts about the
future? Recall God’s question: “What is that in your hand?” What current circumstances and
relationships can God use for your benefit and His glory? Entrust them and your life to Him. You
can’t change the past, but you’ll ruin the present by worrying about the future.

A Moments Wisdom

--We spend January 1% walking through our lives, room by room, drawing up a list of work to be
done, cracks to be patched, smudges to be cleaned. Maybe this year, to balance the list, we
ought to walk through the rooms of our lives, not looking for flaws, but for potential.

--The greatest you can do for another is not just to share with him your riches, but to reveal to
him his own.

--Love at first sight is easy to understand; it's when two people have been looking at each other
for a lifetime that it becomes a miracle.

--It is not so much being free from faults and imperfections as overcoming them that is an
advantage to us; it being with follies and weaknesses and errors, as with the weeds of a field,
which, if destroyed on the soil where they grow, enrich and improve it more than if they had
never sprung up there.



