Are We Alone In The Universe?
By Kent Heaton
Over four hundred years ago Galileo Galilei turned the invention of Hans Lipperhey to
the heavens and the mysteries of our universe began to be revealed. The telescope brought the
miracle of space to the inhabitants of earth in a way never imagined before. Through the
centuries man has continued the quest to reach out as far into space as possible. With
technology soaring to the heights of man’s imagination a clearer picture and vision of the outer
world has been drawn to the inquisitive search for life. Instruments dot the planet in every
imaginable place to hear some faint message of a far off civilization. Powerful telescopes pierce
the night skies seeking signs of life beyond the planets. Satellites hurl through the void of space
collecting data looking and listening for the echo of an alien presence. With all the vast array of
incredibly powerful instruments at man’s disposal, why has no trace of life been found of a new
civilization? Because there is none.
The question has been asked for generations, “Are we alone in the universe?” Without a
great deal of fanfare the answer quietly whispers in return, “Yes”! The answer is as old as the
world and has been revealed to man in every generation. In the first days of man’s dwelling
upon the earth he decided to build a “tower whose top is in the heavens; let us make a name for
ourselves” (Gen. 11:4). The tower of Babel was a colossal mistake and the result of man’s
pride. It concerned the Lord enough to say, “Nothing that they propose to do will be withheld
from them” (Gen. 11:6). As a result God confused the language of the people and the work
stopped. “Therefore its name is called Babel, because there the Lord confused the language of
all the earth; and from there the Lord scattered them abroad over the face of all the earth” (Gen.
11:9).
This tells us that God has placed man within the habitation spoken of by Paul in Acts
17:26 – “And He has made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the
earth, and has determined their pre-appointed times and the boundaries of their dwellings, so
that they should seek the Lord, in the hope that they might grope for Him and find Him, though
He is not far from each one of us.” Everyone on earth if of one blood and we are put here to
“dwell” upon the earth. Our “times” and “boundaries” are appointed by God and they cannot be
changed. Man lives within the vacuum of his own environment that is determined by God.
As a young boy in the 1960’s I would hear of the days man would live in the oceans and
on far off planets. Those were the days of modern exploration yet they were based on the false
premise that man can live anywhere. God has determined that man can only survive in the
world made for man’s earthly journey – Earth! But then that is the subject of the relationship of
God and man – Earth.
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes
in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. For God did not send His Son into the world
to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved” (John 3:16-17). Did
Jesus die for a civilization on another planet? According to the Bible the only people Jesus died
for are those found on the third rock from the Sun. Paul told the Athenians that our purpose in
life is “seek the Lord” and we can find Him not in space but in the book right before our eyes the Bible. Open it and you find God.
Faded Memories
His faded blue eyes filled with tears
As memories flood back of all those years
He never knew how much he meant
To us whose time was often spent

At his feet to listen and learn
Of a man whose time was often spent
To be with his Lord in that home above
And of his everlasting love
Sometimes his tired eyes would mist
When he’d think of those lips he had kissed
He missed her most, of that I’m sure
For he had a love that was so pure
I’d watch at times as his Bible he read
And filled with scripture his snow-topped head
His heart was heavy, his joys were few
There wasn’t much that we could do
He laughed when we would joke and tease
To lift his spirits or to relieve
His mind as it would often wander
To a time when he would cease to ponder
He would ask for us to give him care
As he oft forgot why he was there
(By a sister at Tomlinson Run)
What is Your Business?
"I write so that you may know how you ought to conduct yourself in the house of God,
which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth" (1Tim. 3:15).
An article in the Harvard Business Review talked about how some people didn't
understand what business they were in. For example, the railroad people didn't realize they
were in the transportation business; they thought they were in the railroad business. Had they
realized they were in the transportation business, they would have invested in the airplane. The
telegraph people thought they were in the telegraph business instead of the communication
business. In 1886 or so, they could have bought all the telephone patents for $40,000. So
obviously those people didn't know what business they were in. (From The Harvard Business
Review; "Market Myopia")
Churches today need to ask themselves: "What kind of business are we in? Is it the
entertainment, recreation, counseling, church services, or did not the Lord establish His church
in the soul-saving business?"
So Little and So Much
By Mrs. S. May Wyburn
Mother, Mother! You remember the lunch I took today?
Five little loaves and two dried fish? I gave it all away!
They gave me back some bread He blessed, and some, too, of the fish.
Mother, Mother! All five thousand ate all they could wish.
Yes, and there were little children and their mothers, too.
Oh, but they had all they wanted; I brought some back to you.
No, No, Mother -- I’m not crazy. They had naught to eat.
One called Andrew told the Master, “Here are bread and meat.
In His strong, firm hands he took them (How His face did shine!).
Blessed and broke, and fed them all with my food, Mother, mine!
I was frightened -- all those people! Such a little bit!
Mother, Mother, just suppose I had not given it!

