The True Path to Sainthood
By Kent Heaton
The Roman Catholic Church has begun the process of ordaining the late John
Paul II to sainthood. On May 1, John Paul will be beatified according to a panel of
cardinals, bishops, doctors and theologians who have determined a miracle was
performed upon a French nun. Sainthood would be granted only after a second miracle
is established. Following the beatification John Paul can be publicly venerated and after
becoming a saint can be directly prayed to. All of this is couched within the theology of
the Roman Catholic Church. Sadly none of it comes from the Bible.
The evidence of miracles abounds in scripture yet is contained to only four
distinct periods of time (Moses, the Prophets, Babylonian exile and the apostolic period
including the ministry of Christ). Many believe that Biblical miracles are still being done
today yet the Bible declares their end in 1Corinthians 12 & 13.
Biblical miracles were indisputable. There was never any doubt about the miracle
and never did those who witness the miracle challenge the miracle. They would
challenge the person or the teaching but never the miracle. The council in Acts 4 could
not deny the healing of the lame man (lame since birth): "What shall we do to these
men? For, indeed, that a notable miracle has been done through them is evident to all
who dwell in Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it” (Acts 4:16). There was no council of
theologians that needed to study the event – it was proof by itself. The man who had a
withered hand in Matthew 12:9-29 clearly shows the power of immediate healing. After
Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead (which no one has tried to do today) in John 11 no
one doubted the miracle; only the man Jesus.
Miracles never made a person a saint. Not one example, inference, suggestion
or hint of scripture led to the process of a person becoming a saint through the act of
miracles. The purpose of miracles was to confirm the word. “And they went out and
preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the word through the
accompanying signs” (Mark 16:20). Miracles served as the authentication of what was
being preached but the importance was not the miracle but the word (1Cor. 14:1-5).
The Roman Catholic Church has failed to understand what the Bible teaches
about a saint. In Matthew 27:52 the bodies of the “saints” were raised from the dead
after the resurrection of Jesus. Saul of Tarsus persecuted the “saints” in Jerusalem
(Acts 9:13) and many of the “saints” Saul put into prison (Acts 26:10). A saint is beloved
of God (Rom. 1:7); the sanctified (1Cor. 1:2); and the faithful (Eph. 1:1).
Anyone who is a Christian is a saint. “To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ”
(Col. 1:2). “Paul and Timothy, bondservants of Jesus Christ, to all the saints in Christ
Jesus who are in Philippi, with the bishops and deacons” (Phil. 1:1; see also 4:22).
There are no special inquiries needed or miracle performed to become a saint. How
does one become a saint? "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins” (Acts 2:38).
No one has the right to change the word of God. I do not have that right; you do
not have that right; and the Roman Catholic Church does not have that right (1Peter
4:11). Speak where the Bible speaks and be silent where the Bible is silent. Does it
matter what I believe? (Consider Matt. 7:21-23; John 12:47-48; Rev. 22:18-19)

I Feel So Unnecessary
By A. C. Grider
Three things happened in the last several days which made me feel real
important. I preached a hard sermon on Jesus Christ Super Star. I denounced the Rock
Opera as a blasphemous thing. The Opera, which was to be presented on stage here in
Owensboro, suddenly canceled the date.
I wrote a Baptist preacher and challenged him to publicly defend what he
preached on the radio. He suddenly quit his program and moved out of Owensboro.
I preached a good sermon on The Judgment and as the invitation song was sung
a young man came down the aisle and was baptized into Christ. So I say I was feeling
real important.
But, the Opera was called off because of a shortage of ticket sales. I had nothing
whatsoever to do with its cancellation.
The Baptist preacher resigned to accept a position with a Baptist school. It was
apparent that I had nothing whatsoever to do with his leaving town.
And the young man told somebody before the service that he was going to
respond for baptism. My sermon had nothing whatsoever to do with his response that
day. So, as I said, I feel so unnecessary!
However, I am glad that blasphemous Rock Opera was never shown in our city.
And I am glad that false teacher left town. And, of course, I am very glad that young
man obeyed the gospel. (Reminiscences)
Would You Eat?
"If this was what you had to eat for a meal, would you still have an appetite? If
the sermon was the meat, the singing a vegetable, prayer is fruit, Lord’s Supper is the
bread, visiting the sick is milk, and participating and attend services the dessert; would
you eat the whole meal or leave some on your plate?" (Amber Magnusen at age 10)

