The Beer Can
By Kent Heaton

It was lying on the side of the road on the corner to my house. A single beer can
discarded as a piece of trash by a person who had used its contents to fill a pleasure
and then thrown out the window. | have seen hundreds of discarded cans and this one
was no different with the exception of what it represented at that moment. The appeal of
its contents had caused a person to purchase it and then consume the momentary
feeling of pleasure. When the can was emptied, it had no use and was carelessly
thrown out for someone else to pick up. It was empty. It had no use. It had lost its
appeal. It was but for a moment. It was worthless.

Man has always sought for the momentary pleasures to fill his void. Looking for
the appeal of alcohol man seeks out these cans of vipers poison and drinks his fill and
while finding a sense of satisfaction for the moment realizes that it is only for a moment.
His life is like the can he threw away — emptied, rejected, little use, shallow and
unfulfilled. Lives have been destroyed because of intoxicating drink. Families are torn
apart daily by its presence in the home. Young people live with consequences of their
actions through the use of alcohol for the rest of their lives. As Herman Melville wrote in
“‘Moby Dick,” it is truly a “demon.”

The wise man wrote in Proverbs 23:29-35, “Who has woe? Who has sorrow?
Who has contentions? Who has complaints? Who has wounds without cause? Who has
redness of eyes? Those who linger long at the wine, those who go in search of mixed
wine. Do not look on the wine when it is red, when it sparkles in the cup, when it swirls
around smoothly; at the last it bites like a serpent, and stings like a viper. Your eyes see
strange things, and your heart will utter perverse things. Yes, you will be like one who
lies down in the midst of the sea, or like one who lies at the top of the mast, saying,
‘They have struck me, but | was not hurt; they have beaten me, but | did not feel it.
When shall | awake, that | may seek another drink?”” People of God have been shown
by the Lord that alcohol has no value in their lives and no purpose. The great tragedy of
its use is the end result — like a discarded can on the side of the road.

The appeal of momentary pleasure has driven many to the basement of alcohol’s
deceit. There is no value in following a life of drunkenness or even flirting with the
dangers of drinking as many do in what they refer to as “social drinking.” That makes as
much sense as “social fornication.” The appeal of the Lord is for His people to be
“obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your ignorance;
but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, because it is
written, ‘Be holy, for | am holy” (1Peter 1:14-16). Peter quotes from Leviticus 11:44
where the appeal of God to the people is for them to “sanctify” themselves before Him.
One cannot sanctify themselves with a beer in hand.

Someone will pick the beer can up and throw it away. It will be left to families to
pick up the pieces of shattered lives. Many who have found themselves in the slavery of
alcohol will find their lives thrown on the side of the road as nothing more than an empty
life. Christ has the answer and it is found in His love, His mercy, His forgiveness and His
strength to overcome. He is the way out of sin, He is the only truth one can find about
sin and He is the only one who can give life to empty lives (John 14:6). His path leads to



the Father and to salvation. Don’t throw your life away. Be filled with the Spirit (Eph.
5:18).

Christians in Bikinis
By Mike Thomas

A man got out of bed one morning and went outside to get the paper. The
neighbors who saw him could not believe their eyes. The man had nothing on but his
underwear! In his haste, he had apparently forgotten to put on his robe before leaving
the house. So there he was, sporting nothing but a pair of Hanes and house slippers,
and a red face to match.

This fictitious story is a sad reality this time of year. There are many people
walking around in their underwear in public at swimming pools and beaches. The only
difference is the name of the clothing has been changed from underwear to swimwear.
And instead of frowning at the thought of being seen half-naked, people given to
immodesty find it liberating to wear such attire. There are even Christians who think it is
okay to wear bikinis in public. Is it even possible for those professing godliness (1Tim.
2:10)?

When Adam and Eve discovered their nakedness and tried to hide it with fig
leaves, they were still considered inappropriate to God, who made more clothes for
them to wear (Gen. 3:21). This illustrates well the fact that man’s standard of modesty
often differs from God’s. He expects us to avoid things that promote the exposure of the
flesh, whether it is in wearing things too skimpy or too tight. A Christian is not to be
given to lewdness and lascivious behavior (Rom. 13:13). This can definitely be
accomplished through the way we dress...and undress in public. A prostitute dresses in
a special way when advertising her body (Prov. 7:10). This same motive is seen by
many in water parks and beaches. They may not be advertising their bodies for money,
but they advertise their bodies for sexual attention nonetheless. This is lewdness.
Shame on them. And shame on those who can take their family to such places and act
like it won’t have an effect on them. People in underwear are always going to get
attention!

A Moments Wisdom

There is no danger of developing eyestrain from looking on the bright side of things.
Those who bring sunshine into the lives of others cannot keep it from themselves.

He who sings frightens away his ills.

If you find yourself refreshed by the presence of cheerful people, why not make earnest
effort to confer that pleasure on others?

The happiest people seem to be those who have no particular cause for being happy
except the fact that they are so -- a good reason, no doubt.

Happiness is essentially a state of going somewhere wholeheartedly.

A happy man or woman is a radiant focus of good will, and their entrance into a room is
as though another candle had been lighted.

If good people would but make their goodness agreeable by smiling instead of frowning
in their virtue, how many they win to their good cause!



